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WHY | AM AN ATHEIST. And thus 1 am an Athie
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ancestry were neither hon- Muabletan, Ga.
in polities, religion s . =

e y * a8 known, one In TERMS SHOULD BE DEFINED.
either line of I\Hh or kin were ever in- N
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indgment most  thoroughly  impresscd | ticn and archaeological research have

with .\|||.-i_ﬂ.H, or l‘llll'«l‘I Lh"i“'!“l'{::: entirely disproved the theory of a
Kings and prie T fool ehildren, wo- | speeial ereation of the world by Jeho-
men and men into fear and servitude | vah for a handful of pecple abeut 6,
by worshipping idols of mythical lore. gy years ago and historical records
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I am an Atheist because to my

—— oo mind it is clear that the Christian

WHY | AM AN ATHEIST. God is but one of the many expres

I will first knock out Mrs. God, else|sions of the evolvement of the race
while | am pounding her old man|]toward the understanding of that in
she would  very likely =~ Dbelabor me rutable, indestructible force which
over the head with the family broem- lnhl'lt'ntl\ resides in “Nature” that

stick.

The Bible
after the image of
parity of conclusion
after the image of Mrs. God.

When old man God had to have a
son to carry out His plan of salvation
why in the name of horse sense and dog | .,
to Mrs.

man is made|h
If =0 by a
was made

teaches that
God,
woman

honesty didn't He make love
God in regular, lawful and orthedox |q
rashion? But no.

part of Himself to seduce a virgin (with
a family of children and a sweetheart),

- eom:

ments, setting a bad example for all tlu

young gods and giving oceasion for any

amount of gossip and scandal in the
heavenly court.

At this point I could guote some perti-
ment seripture, but space and decency
forbid.

If the
manhood about Him two sparks of gen- a
erosity and three sparks of magna-|°
nimity, He would have planked down a |V
round hundred in twenty dollar gold
pieces, a few Dblocks of United Statcs
bonds and presneted Her. 1 mean the
Virgin  Mary and her family, with a
comfortable residence on Wabash ave-|p
nue, And when the boy had passed|
comfortably through the high school
and academy he would have finished up bi
his education at Yale, with a
touch at Oxford, He didn't, h

All of whikh and more  prove that
there is not, never wi ever will
be & Mrs, God. The inevitable eonclusion | b
is that old man God is and always was | g
i close-tisted  damned  old  bachelor.
Good-bye, Mrs, God., 1 will now procecd
to knock out min dor God in
three rounds, with an punch be
yond the ropes for His m: erime:
assured by Christian authori- | P
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Why I oppose the doctrine of the
Christian belief in God,” is another
unestion and has been discussed in
in The Blue Grass
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WHY | AM AN ATHEIST.
Science, Raticnalism and Radical-
the
quackery, superstition

nd conservatism. They and their

‘ctaries have to contend with the lat-

And while the

xistence of each is of common ori

oin the attempt at explaining natural

hencmena one must need negate the
wrer and surely pesitiveism in its
road and alllembracing meaning

finishing | will &nmnl’ml that which is false and

istence.
pdvantage lies in this:

as no e
The dis

We

ave to negate the errors of the past
nd then
stead of

thories,  in
stating that which
and is v ied.  But the con-
for this is that each is a
rcduet of mans develcpment at cer-
.and that development,

put forth our

simply

1 there are three essential “at- | tain periods !
tributes’” to complete the gudhmu:, to- | whieh will undo the work of ignor
i Omnipotence, omuniscience and om- |, X il g AR o
e, Let us examine them, “By anc * is  marching n leaps an
fruits ye shall know them.” hounds.
od h Imighty power and if “alll [ am an Atheist, and why others

ible to Him,” then He can

things are p a

make two  hills without a valley be-

tween; He can make something out of | {1

nullnn-. Tie can make a planet round, | [
and flat; He 1 make a two- .

o minute; He could have
. man altogether good and thus dis- | I

re not is because of this clinging to
1e past—to what is and has been.
have arrived at the conclusions:
he belief in a Superior Being, who
as created man and all that exists,

pensed with his dubious plan of salva-|is the belief and has originated in
St G A0 gomunit "'“""'l"'m"‘“‘l‘) easclman’s first steps fo enlightment;

NN o i e same me e =~ .
i e e ‘.”.L,,,:. (with large fam-|but ignerance compelled him to ex-

ing around the
iles) and minding the legitimate busine
of a poor and honest carpenter., Even
at this late day He could whip the devil
out of hell and convert every soul on
earth in a second. He
of those things except the
ing escapade 1d that is such a whopper

%

| is

plain natural
ing
enlightenment
hasn't’ done any | parzdox of creating something out of
overshadow- [ norang and

phenomena by suppos-
a superior force or power, while
leads me to deny the
whose supposed creator

a creation of nothing and conse-

that no sane person believes it. ot ’ . - i
Second Round-—If God has omniscience ‘qm ntly “is nething. Holding  this
lllllvn ‘lh.- (-:nll\unn;lu‘dmAlnn‘n of for '\|" lief cr to be meore pesitive, know-
dination and predestination is impregna- | . o iRy
ble logle, for what God Knows to be so | D8 and understanding this, [ u'
is 80 us sure as heaven .And hell. | sort to research and  study to ex-
d “'\'“-l"l'rlplaln the ongin  and existence of
A ned s l:.’:'l" natural phenomena. Denying “noth-
babies: “Reason a he: | ing” I naturally can see matter and
d  derives uas infinite llth'uh‘\ll'" Hll-ll.l'(.r('n only manifesting themselves in
as great a revenue of glory from the % V@ geience
damnation of the unbelievers and their such puencmend, and Wi..c “_"l o
babes as He does from tne H.l\.u.(,,,\\\lll certainly add to our knowledge
of the righteous.” And he quoted abuu-|as regards material existence on this
dance of seripture to sustain his posi- Ull‘lh I see that it nas rendered its
tion. That preacher, afterwards got to| _© ' © "o aiready. - for
thinking that he wis one of the pre-|Service for Atheism already, for
destinated to eternal hell-fire and he | seience must naturally be induetive
became insane. and all its work is on the lines of
- “"“‘]‘,"‘-m“; "‘ ”'““’““"2,":‘“"“ JE:L[*‘"';’II'; what is and it can not enter into the
ure shoulc ell you wmt a st oand| | o B N &Y P
good God Is made out of the kind of | Sphere of what is believed to be.
stuff that takes delight in the eternal The materialistic coneeption of life
ll\.;r}(ur; url :'];a ‘“'lt”l"l:“]li' V\"‘uu]ldu'l l)i““ outweights the catastrophic and foun-
¢ick the stuffin® out o im? would, Tati o R
If God has all knowledge and all """"“"I"” conception,
power He Is responsible for all  the This is, in my opinion ,the only is
“"I“l"”" and sins ‘]’l' IR, ”r-‘ is ;‘"‘Hu"“' sue to bhe deeided (all others are of
sible for war and slavery; for the deg-| ... ois & “ -
radation and aependence of woman; He secondary importance) hy man. )
« for all the ignorance, pov- With Karl Heinzer 1 believe in
of man; He is responsi- | “clearing the heavens ,and then clear

tence and necessity of a |,
devil .nuJ in people’s minds a hell. To
hell with Him, Over the rope you go.
Third Round — If God is everywhere | iq
present He is in the rocks and the soll,
in the scorpious and cobras, in you and |
in me; He is with the victor and with

the vanquished; He is in every atom ul"
matter and hell is full of Him. He is|
in all good and beautiful things and
equally in all  the bad and deformed
things. If all good is God equally so is
uII h.ul The Bible says: “He is all in
propositions apply equally,
is a body or a spirit. If God
is all in all then it is no
to call Him God or devil, scorpion nl'),'
.nhm tumble bug or ml(mln A
And thus it is, every attempt to prove | I8
up God's essential attributes proves en- | Ge
tirely too much, The regions of reason, 1l
fact and seience are left far behind, and | !
the promoter
woods and swamps of the false, the ri-

V\ho sther He

| no evidence that

r the earth” of masters and tyrants

Deism  justifies and props all in-
nities among men, while Atheism
«ls must abolish them.

S. NINTZ.
San Francisco, Cal.
A
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I am an Atheist bhecause I can find
there is a God.
that “two

I learned somewhere

blasphemy | bodies can not occupy the same space

the same time,” and the universe
infinite in extent. How then can
)l be omnipresent? And what is

e use of having a God who is not

of myths plunges into u..‘lnmnlpresﬁnt?

I find it as easy to pelieve that the

‘ to have a loving Almighty Ruler aven

universe or matter is self-existent
and eternal as to believe that God
made Himself (nobody knows when),
and the world six thousand years ago.
I ecan find no evidence that Nature
was designed by an all-wise Creator.
I am convineed that T conld have im-
proved upon the cosmie scheme my-
self if T had been there “in the be-
ginning.”  For one thing [ wouldn't
have made mosquitoes and yellow
fever, and 1 don’t want to set up in
the world-making business a God who
conldn’t do as well as 1 ecould.

Man has said that Ged would burn
tlis enemies (witches and heretics)
eternally  hereafter; so He burned
them as long as He conld ‘hegre. In
the name of God He has stituted
that sum of all erimes called war. In
the name cf God He has built con-
vents and  monasteries, taken the
vows of poverty, chastity apd obe-
dience, shut out love and beavty and
joy frem life .and lived in filth and
wretenedness, thinking that by be
ing as miserable as pcssible here He
would he as happy as possible here
after.

There have
some of them have
than the Jew god. Each is claimed
to be the only true god and how are
you going to decide which is right?
You will be everlastingly punished
hereafter if you make a mistake in
your seleeticn and T will be everlast-
ly punished hereafter if I risk the

many gods and
greater antiquity

heen

pissibility of a mistake.
not

choose any of them.
: “The time to be hap
py is now, “the place to be happy is
here and the way to be happy is to
make o aers s0.” Therefore 1 am an
Atheist,

T will
Atheisin s

MISS 8. E. R.

Bennington, Kan.
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I, the undersigned, deny the ex-
istence of a God and Almighty Being
and I am therefere an Atheist. Rea
|ons:

If there were a loving Almighty Be-
ing that is supposed to lave created

Ul including our own  little planet
and given it life and existence as to

his cwn desire, He would eare for its

needs mueh better ,as He has the
power to do so. 'Why then should He
lesroy today what He Himself creat-

ed only yesterday, and eausing untoeld
misery to these whom He spared for
tcmorrow ?

Think of Mt. DPelee,
Johnstown, all bright in
ries;  think of the sweet innocent
playing children this Almighty and
loving God found pleasure in eremat-
ing and drowning, while man stcod in
pity and horror of such deeds. Think
of a demen man murdering a happy
playing, helpless child and then com-
pare a loving God killing them by the
thousands without a moment’s warn-
ing!
No this cenfronts me with the re-
gime of a devil instead. But as it is
impossible for me to believe in hell
or a devil, because we are supposed

Galveston,
our memo-

dan 1 L _ana Atheiz

Yours for love of truth,
A. M. KRONE

Cincinnati, O.

——afoufe——
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I am an Atheist because the use of
reason has made me one; because ob-
servation and rational thinking have
destroyed every idea of God that the
human mind ever produced. We are
indebted to those who have preeced-
ed us for all the God ideas that con-

tinue to foree their presence on the
world at large, and, as other human

beings theught God into existence, we
have the same right to tnink Him out;
and this is not a hard thing to do.

At one time the world had many
gzods, but one seems sufficient now
for these who assume the necessity
of such a being to account for natural
phenomena

In order to have a God that is
equal to all demands and oceasions,
the present snrvivor of the many that
have come and gone in the thoughts
of humanity, has been given omni-
presence and omniscience; in other
words He is made by His human
creators to fill all space and to know
all things; likewise to possess infinite
power, With these characteristics
they have gone to the limit and barr-
ed out all pessibility of any other god
for with no rocm for any no other
can exist.

Thought has expanded its power in
this last and final god-produetion and
nenceforth we can expecet no improve-
ment on the present phantom of the
universe, Accept this God or none is
the ultimatum of the modern god be-
liever. But [ refuse to aceept Him
or any other. He has been created
by thought and by thought we will
destroy Him.

The only thing that can give us
any idea of God is the manifestations
of Nature. And those manifestations
must be relied on to reveal His char-
acteristics for Nature’s movements
must, from the god-standpoint, reveal
His thought and purpose. If we study
Nature we see nothing but immutable
laws or modeg of moticn ,and her
movements are so fixed and invaria-
ble that a God to control them seems

superfluous,
Attraction and repulsion or heat
and cold are responsible for every

natural movement and they seem to
be indestruetible attributes of mat-
ter itself. So, in these two forces
we must look for God if we find Him
and in this demonstrations seek for
His purpcse in acting. As it is utter-
ly impossible to go behind phenom

ena or to anaiyze foree, we can do
nothing but theorize about God as
the ultimate cause of universal e

ergy.

As far as we can disccver there is
no purpose in Nature's movements,
for she is and always has been en
gaged in creation and destruetion.
Sne builes up but to tear down, she
gives life, but to destroy il and this
monotonons and objeetless aetion is
all there is to her work. She is
neither kind nor eruel from the stand-
point of a purpcsecless work, for inten-
tion plays no part in mechanical
movements,

It a God was behind her and her
actions He would necessarily be both

‘gtorms and carthquakes,

L

d and cruel,

for

we put a God baeck of Nature that mo-

ment we must give purpesge {o her
work .and, as no an can discover
any purpose, the sity for a God
ran not be found.

Theolcgical dcetrines give a pur
pese to Nature's acts, but those doe
trines are man-made and they take
you into an imaginary world and an-
cther existence in order to find it.
Az we know nothing of suen a world
and such an existence. We waste time
in deali with such thoughts and
get no nearer a solution natural
mysteries.,

That matter contains its own po

reasonable  than
from an in-

far more
emanates

teney
to suppese it

finite god, and to account for the ex-
istence of sueh a God with infinite
power and knowledge would give us

a preblem harder than trying to an-

alyze natural phenomena, * God would
he a greater mystery than Nature for
would he neee 'y to explain His

r)
llx' hapened to be.
accounting for the
have to account
him ad in
croators.

ereation and how

In adition to
universe we wonld
fo ra ruler, and back of
finitum would  be needed

Now then as heat and cold produce
all  phenomena and they are inde-
stroyable attributes of  matter de-

pendent on  no digcoverable god or
gods, 1 gee no reason for believing in
any, hence and therefore 1 am an
Atheist.

JR.

SOLOMON GRUNDY,

Los Angeles, Cal.
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I am an A..eist for tue reason that

my experience and observation of
lite have fully eonvineed me that
there is no God.

the reason that
ignorance

lam an Atheist for
vae appalling condition of

under which the minds of the great
majority of pecple are enchained
even an so-alled eivilized countries is

canaul
there

in indigsputable evidence to all
thinki enguiring minds that
is no God.

I am an
these very

the reason that
represent-

Atheist qor
things that it is
ed emanated frem the mind of God
and throngh His wisdom were ntro-
duced and appointed among men for
their elevation, education, enlighten-
ment and civilization is the curse
that has obliterated the light o1
natural and seientific truth and is a
significant fact that should lead all
thinking minds to the inevitable con-
clusion that there is no God.

I am an Atheist for the reason that
it is stated that God, the Almighty
Creator, abdieated His throne and re-
nounced His prerogative as rightful
ruler and protector of the human fam-
ily and ruthlessly handed over the
mest vital interests and eternal wel-
fare of His children, the work of His
hands, to the tender mercies of irre-
sponsible and fickle-minded  men
whose only motives for wielding this
ower were self-aggrandizement

mstnets P iETTTiatime; - and

| to the insignificance of a mere figure-
[head, taking refuge behind the tin-
seled throne of the “twin vultures,”

church and State, is an incontroverti-
ble evidence to all ecandid reasoning
minds that there is no God.

1 am an Atheist for the reason that
when the wily priesthood perverted
the truths of Nature and promulgated
the audacious and abominable doe
trine; that unless they as the mouth
piece of God bless all the affairs of
the people their domestic cattle, the
seeds intended for planting, yea ,and
the very ground out of which grew
the sustenance of all animal life; and

when further in wanton contempt of
the purposes of God they proclaimed
to the people that exeept they pro-
aounced their benedietions upon their
marital unions and ordained them
holy through their ceremonial services
their relations would be impure and
unholy, and consequently sinful in the
gignt of God. When goaded by this

added insult offered by the priesthood

and the ele God remained dumb
and failed to refute the monstrous lie,
another link was forged in the end-
less chain of over-whelming and in

contestable evidence that there is no
God.

And when
wise intelligent
er the yout the children, yea, the
habies of iety into what they are
pleased to eall the Sunday school and
proceed to dwarf and debauch them
by instilling into their tender and im-
mature minds thepoisen virus of the
Christian religion that they may be
herded into the fold of the church,
and thus become instrumental in per-
petnating that institution of bigotry
hate and persecution that has ever
thrown its dark form aecross the path
of progress and menaced the happi-
ness and retavded the civil
the world for lo these many
turies.

When, 1 repeat,
are boldly used to poison
springs of knowledge and to bar out
all the light of scientific Truth from
the minds of thege defengeless ones;
yet God fails to remonstrate but r
mains speechless as a marble statue
—~then the only eonclusion at which
intelligent people can possibly arrive
is the self-evident Truth that there
i no God.

There are many other
might be addueed; but these are a
few of the important and suflicient
reasons why I am anAtheist,

HENRY C. ROBERTS

Bennington, Kans.
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I believe there is no God beeause
neither microscope nor teleseope re-
veals to us the interference of any

women, other-
minded,gath-

men and
and fair

these foul means

reasons that

power superior to or independent of
the mechanical action of physieal
foreces called mnature, Neither have
we any evidenee of an infinite, merel-
ful being watching  with a father's
care, over the ereatures of this world
where the strong abuse the weak, the
rich oppress the poor and all the

prayers of our frail race scem wasted
on the heedless air,
I believe there is no heeanse

and

God
famine

od and evil are

in all things from the hu-|
ndpoint, and that is the one
we must look frem. The moment

and thé yratification of the perverted
-shuﬂngp

tion of
cen- |

all the |

floods destroy indiseriminately, Inno-
cent, dimpled babes, whose little lives
are pure as light, are swallowed by
the ernel ceean waves and great and
tender souls go down with lifeless
things, |
“When cyelones rend, when lightning
blights,
nanght hut fate;
There is no Ged of wrath who smites
In hearthless hate;
Behind the things that
There is no  purpose,
plan.”

I ean see no degign  in nature
yhere life devonrs life and in its turn

devoured hy something else. 1 fail
to sce the justice of a God where
beak and tooth and claw lay ambush-
od for unwary prey.

Nature forms mnl transforms with-

injure man,
thonght or

cnt purpese or design. _She neither
rejeices nor regre hhv forms and
destroys  with l‘”ll.ll thongtlessness,

Nature is an eternal eirele in which
the end joing the beginning and the
beginning is laboring toward the end.
With the universe there is neither
past nor future; it is neither going to-
ward anything nor from anything, but
with it all is pregent. What we call

time is cnly the relation of parts to
parts,
The seeret of nature is sealed in

the mystery of infinity. A First Cause
is g impossible as a heginning to
eternity.  There was no beginning
and there will be no end; all that is
has always been and always will ex
ist.  What we call causes are the ef
feets of other causes.  All naturc
moves in an eternal cirele and no
death ean break the endless chain of
causes and effeets,

Death ig not destroetion, it
transmutation and changes
but time and space. F
life emerges and from deeayed and
lifeless things the roses  grow  and
blcom.  The forees that form the hills
and eeas and hold the stars in space
are the same forees that are working
in the poet's brain,

In the universe there is nothing ex
hausted nor lost; neither foree nor
matter nor moticn, henee, nature is

is only
nanght
roem death new

self-sustaining  and  requires no re
eruiting power from withont,
JAS. RUSSELL.
Gilmore City, lowa.

p—
WHY | AM AN ATHEIST.

I do not bhelieve that there is a
personal, omniseient, cmmipotent, sup
crnatural  being  calied  God, that

made the worlds and all that pertains
to them, and that takes notice of ¢
ery  human  being and hlesses or
curses them as he thinks they de
serve,  heeause 1 have no evidence
that wonid be accepted as testimony
in any court of justice that such a
being exists,

All the religions of the world that
claim the existence of such a being,
and whose special provinee it would

be to pessess a true knowledge of
His existence, do nct prgeent plain,
concel 1sive  and unquest®nable evi
dence of the existence of “Ruch a be-

ing.

The nature and wants of the human
TACTTpresent no such evidence. The
zeography of the earth furnishes no
evidence of the existence of God. The
astronomy of the heavens furnish no
evidence. The laws and regulations
of nature furnish no evidence. Night
and day, sunshine and shower, winter
and summer spring and autumn,
eyelone and drouth all ecme in their
proper time, ording to the iaws of
nature and not as special providenee
to bless or enrse the human race.
Neither  geolog chemistry nor
any of the sciences known to man
furnish any such evidence. The so
called  evidence furnished by the
Christian Bible is absurd, ridienlous
and unbelievable to all honest, intel
ligent, thinking peopnle who have talk
txamr e for them

en the pule 1¢

selves
\s the light of ecivilization adévances
the belietf in God diminises.  History
shows us that the belief in God was
most prevalent among mankind Jdur
ing his mest ignorant and benighted
stages. Look over the world today
and we find that religion and t

helief in God arve strengest among the
maest ignorant and unthinking people,
hese nations  that are most  ad
vanced in seience, literature, research
and inventicn give the Gaod idea less
thonght and attention than those that
are groping aleng under the darken
ing and oppressive pall of religion do-
ing ccmparatively nothing for the ad

vancement of the world and the het
terment of mankind.
JESSE RUSSELL.
Hardyville, Ky

WHY | AM AN ATHEIST.

I am an Atheist bheeause 1 eannot
conceive the necessity, may even the
sense of heing anything else. If the

conception of Gaod, er a Supreme Be
ing, would add anything to the wel
fare of mankind, would reveal the
| impenetrable seerets in natnre, would
! produce one  seientifle  discovery
would be among the first to embrace
a belief in the God.

The menctheists, Jews,
dans and Christians (the
otheists with variations)
idea of a Ged from the
The prephets and the New

Mohamme-
latter maon
derive their
Pentateuch.
Testament

are but adjunets to the five books of
Moges. The masses of people usually
accept Moscs ¢ the author of the
entire five hool and yet, Moses
dees not make his appearance until
Excdus, the second book., He de-
serthes minutely a period of thousands
L0t years from tne “birth” of Adam
(Uil he, Moses, arvived at an age of

understandin

Whencee hig knowledge? No elaim
is made of ingpiration until  Moses
spends forty days and nights inserib-
ing the Ten Commandments, Without
inspiration, without even reference
to tradition, Moses tells us of floods,
of murder, of Inst, of deeeit, of eonfu
sion, of destroetion, of wars, of wrest-
ling  matehes:  between  man  and
spook, of love stories, of slavery, of
dreams, and what not? A book, Gene
sig, that dees not econtain ¢ wmnm
of useful information; does not eon-
vey onre moral preeept,

On the contrary. It is replete with
cerime from the time Cain slew Abel
until the brothers plotted to kill Jo-

seph., 1 have read that beook, say
thirty years ago and am writing with-
out  reference to it. What depiects
moest prominently to my mind? The
snake, the ecurse, Cain's murder of
his brother, again the curse; the
tower of Babel, again the eurse; Ab-
raham’s lying about his wife being
his sister; God telling Abraham to
burn his son alive; Isaac trying to
beat nature hy painting stalks to get

variegated cattle; Jacob  pulling
Ksau's leg and ceonniving with his
mcther to beat Esan out of hig birth
right; then Joseph's flirtation as the
climax.

And beecause the author of that
compendinm of murder theft and de-
ceit attributes the ereaticn of the un-
verse to a dual God—Elohim—plural
noun, we are supposed to say, Amen.

And now to the “word of God,” the
real thing, the ingpired, from heaven,
the legos, the deealogue, claimed hy
mogt elericals to he the very founda-
tion  stone of eivilization. Analyze
the first three commanments, It is a
braggadoeio of the God himself; of a
jealous God; of thon shalt not have
dnuthu God besides me; of a brag-
zing days work CGod, who made
heavens and earth in these six days.

And what does Moses tell us in the
other commandments? Anything new?
Anything that requires to be told?
“Thon  shalt  honor thy father and
mother.” 1Is thigs new? Does the ealf
follow the cow? Dees the hound lick
his master’s hand ? Isn't the ecanine
more faithful to his master than even
some children to their parents? And
have they the blessing of the com-
mandment ?

“Thon shalt not kill.” Anything new
in that? Does the lion kill except to
devour, to appease his appetite? Does
man not kill animals (if only ani-
mals!) to apease his appetite? Neith-
or beast nor man kill except—for self
preservation and for revenge,

“Thou shalt not covet.” Moses was

a damn fool when he said that. Tt
is in the beast to covet and is in
man.  And the cnes who are more

Jjealons of each other than any other
clags of people, are the preachers.

Anat g0 we see that after all the
“word of God,” the deealogue is not
muech after all. It does not contain
one moral advice to go good, to ex-
tend charity to help one another, to
love cne another: in fine, to strive to
premote happiness for humanity.

I said befere tuat God in the origi-
nal is Elohim—a plural noun. There
is another word used in the Old Tes-
tament, That word consigts of four

letier The first two signify the fem-
inine gender, the latter two, the mas-
culine,  Hence, this other name for
God is also in the dual form. Aud
vet, we speak of one and only one
God!

The belief in this God is primarily
based on the teachings of this book—
Pentatench, the bock itself and its
master-pieces, the commandments,
being absurd (putting it null) from
cover to cover,

Let us assume that neither the Old
nor New Testament had ever bee
written. Let us say
Let us say that the God idea is not
aequired from reading the Bible or
hearing sermons; that it is part of
man, that it is within us (not innate,
wwever); that we cannot account for
our belief in a God, but belief we
have,

I am
premise
point,
fifth
tell

most  favorable

from the believers stand-
Then what? What has this
wheel ever accomplished? Don't
me “he created heaven and
arth.,”  We have, by mutual consent,
descarded the Bible, We have pre-
sumed the book not to exist and have
wmitted, for argnment sake, that the
belief in a God is within us.

To revert. What has this God done
for us that we shall “worship”
{whatever that means) him? What
is he deoing for us today? Does he
show favor to the believer as against
the unbeliever? Does he shield the
innocent more than the wicked? Does
he reward the good and punish the
had—mnow and here? Does he invent
or cause to be invented labor-saving
machinery for the henefit of his ehil-

taking the

dren?  Dces he wateh his floeck and
avert flootds, earthquakes, catastro-
phies and desiruction? What does

he do for ug any how?

Have you ever heard of an inventor
claiming a vision or inspiration as
the cause of the inventicn., Our
printintg presses, our steam engines,
air applianee of electrieity, our wire-
less telegraphy and the hundreds of
thousands of other valuable inven-
tices have been brought out by man,
without “divine” inspiration or assis-
tanece., Then why a God?.

I forgot to say when speaking of
the two names for God in the old
Bible as being in the plural form
that there is another name bhesides
Elohim and Invh; that name is Sha-
dai, also in the plural form,

Is there ig a God? Do the heavens
and earth proclaim his glory? In oth-
er words, is God manifest or has he
manifested himself in nature, in the
ercation?  Let's he honest with each
cther. We know that every part of
the terrestial sphere is governed by
man; we know we need no God for
this mother earth. We do not believe
that the celestial planets are inhab-
ited. If any of them are, we have a
rght to presume that they also are
zoverned by their inhabitants, with-
out the aid of a God.

We know that man creates eyery-

Frisco System

—WILL HAVE ON SALE AT-—

St Louis @ Memphis

CHEAP ONE-WAY and ROUND

TRIP Homeseekers' Rates.

FIRST AND THIRD TUESDAYS OF
EACH MONTH.

To ARKANSAS, MISSOURI, KAN-
SAS, OKLAHOMA TERRITORY, IN-
DIAN TERRITORY and TEXAS.....
For rates and information address:..

H. L. MeGUIRE, W. R. POWE,
Tr. Pass Agent, General Agent,
CINCINNATI, OHIO.
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